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Welcome to Circle X Ranch at Camp Big Horn 

Welcome to beautiful Camp Big Horn located in the Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation. Located 5,300 feet above the San 

Bernardino Valley floor in the San Bernardino Mountains near Lake Arrowhead, California Camp Big Horn offers everything 

a Scout could ever want in a summer camp. 

About a 40-minute drive from San Bernardino, California, Camp Big Horn offers more than a 

traditional Scout camp experience. Under the guidance of an experienced staff you will enjoy 

an outstanding program, great food, and lots of fun. This will be the summer camp experience 

to remember for the rest of your life. Once you have had a taste of Big Horn you will want to 

return year after year. 

Camping in the outdoors is the highlight of the troopôs annual program as Scouts apply the 

skills they have learned and practiced all year long. With hour-long Scout meetings each week 

the average troop spends about fifty-two hours of Scouting in one year. One week at Big Horn 

can provide seventy or more hours of concentrated BSA program that will not only bring a 

troop closer together, but improve the life of each Scout who participates. Summer camp is a 

yearsô worth of skill practice and adventure in seven days! Itôs no wonder you canôt spell 

ñScoutingò without ñouting.ò 

This guide will assist your preparations and provide for your successful visit to Camp Big Horn.  

If there are any questions or concerns for you or your troop, please feel free to contact the 

GLAAC camping department at 626 351-8815 Ext. 249 or 241. 

We are excited to have you at Camp Big Horn and we will work to make it the best Boy Scout camp experience you have 

ever had. 

WATCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS WITH THE CAMP AT FACEBOOK: 

FACEBOOK.COM/HUBERT-EATON-SCOUT-RESERVATION 
  

 

LEADERS MEETING 

TBD 

Smiser Scout Center, 3450 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., 

Pasadena, CA 91107 

 

NONDISCRIMINATION CLAUSE 

The Greater Los Angeles Area Council and their Camp staff 

maintain a policy of nondiscrimination. 

Great ready for a great 

adventure at Camp Big Horn 

2018 

HESR Dates 

Week 1 June 10-16 

Week 2 June 17-23 

Week 3 June 24-30 

Week 4 July 1-7 

Week 5 July 8-14 

Week 6 July 15-21 

Week 7 July 22-28 

Week 8 July 29-Aug. 4 

2019 

HESR Dates 

Week 1 June 9-15 

Week 2 June 16-22 

Week 3 June 23-29 

Week 4 June 30-July 6 

Week 5 July 7-13 

Week 6 July 14-20 

Week 7 July 21-27 

Week 8 July 28-Aug. 3 

Greater Los Angeles Area Council  -  Boy Scouts of America 
Cushman Watts Scout Center/Council Headquarters      Smiser Scout Center/Camping Headquarters 

2333 Scout Way. Los Angeles, CA 90026       3450 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena CA 91107 

213-413-4400         626-351-8815 Ext 241 or 249 

www.glaacbsa.org 

file://///SGVDC/Program/support%20staff/Sonia/Documents/Camping/LEADERS%20GUIDES/2018/2018%20HESR/www.glaacbsa.org
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General Overview of the Camp Program 

ñGreat things are done when men and mountains meetò said the famed writer William Blake.  

Your Scouts week at Circle X Ranch at Camp Big Horn will prove this true.  The Lake 

Arrowhead and Little Bear region of California is steeped in the history of the Mountain Man.  

These adventurous, grizzled, and self-sufficient trailblazers forged pathways that would 

become the key highways and byways of settlement in the American West.  In quest of not 

only riches brought by trapping and fur trading, men like Jim Bridger, John Colter, Kit Carson 

and Jedidiah Smith cultivated in themselves an independence and thirst for adventure that 

would become the cultural bedrock of what it means to be an American citizen.  In the ñSpirit 

of the Mountain Manò Camp Big Horn has adopted this way of life for your Scoutsô week at 

summer camp.  A week at Camp Big Horn will immerse Scouts in the lifestyle, skills, ethics, and ingenuity of the Mountain 

Man.  All Scouts and adult leaders will be welcomed into the Brotherhood of Mountain Men which aims to mentor young men 

in the Scout Oath and Law, while teaching the value of hard work, self-sufficiency, and outdoor skills.  The camp will be their 

mountain home for the week and while here encouraged to make friends with a staff who will be living as Mountain Men in 

their dress, words, and actions.  Their week at camp will not only advance them as Scouts but through stories, games, 

ceremonies, and outdoor activities teach them how to be better young men.  With the exception of some ceremonies and 

patriotic moments at camp your Scouts are encouraged to come to camp dressed the part.  Without spending a huge amount 

have them take a step back in time and dress as authentically as possible each day.  From the coon skin hat on their head 

and moccasins on their feet to hide skinned breeches and suede shirts your Scouts have a chance to become real 18th century 

Mountain Men for the week.  It will be a true experience for your Scouts. 

 

In order to survive, the mountain man needed to possess a set of learned wilderness skills and personal attributes.  Without 
these skills and attributes, individuals who came to the mountains either died early, or became discouraged and left the 
mountains after a season or so.  Learned skills included mastery of firearms, swimming, mountain climbing, hunting, sign 
reading, horsemanship, trapping, and survival under extreme conditions.  Personal attributes included the physical, mental, 
emotional characteristics of the individual.  Physical strength and endurance were critical to survival as was bravery and the 
ability to quickly and clearly analyze a situation and instantly act.  The aim of the 2018 BSA summer camping season at Camp 
Big Horn is to teach these skills to Boy Scouts while helping them advance in Scouting. 

 
Each day at camp, with the exception of Wednesday, which is Exploration Day, the program is divided into three sessions: 

morning, afternoon, and evening.  The morning session consists primarily of four 50-minute merit badge classes each Scout 

will sign up for prior to coming to camp.  When the troop/unit signs up and pays the balance of the fees owed a website link 

and password will be sent which will allow for on-line merit badge class registration.  The afternoon session of the program 

consists of open-time which allows Scouts to individually or as a troop, participate in whatever program activity they select.  

They can take extra merit badge classes, go swimming in the pool, engage in the shooting sports program, visit the trading 

post, hike, ride on the zip lines, play on the climbing wall or work on merit badge homework in their campsite.  After dinner 

evening activities are provided by the staff that allow Scouts to grow individually and bond as a unit. 

 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM AREAS AND ATTRACTIONS 

 
Aquatics Area 
Knowing how to swim was a vital skill that Mountain Men needed in order to survive months 
and months alone in the wilderness.  This skill is no different today as Scouts need to know 
how to swim as a way to keep themselves and others safe.  Camp Big Horn is home to a 
large pool that has two water slides and water toys that make swimming more fun.  The 
pool can be used by anyone who has passed the swim check or wishes to learn how to 
improve their swimming.  While swimming and lifesaving merit badges are taught on a 
regular basis, also available is instructional swimming; with special emphasis placed on 
assistance to non-swimmers and beginners.  For those who have passed their swim check 
completing the mile Swim any time during the open-time and/or participating in the Polar 
Bear swim offered on Thursday & Friday mornings at 6 am are fun activities.  Campers 15-
years and older with CPR, First Aid and AED for the Professional Rescuer from the Red 
Cross can participate in BSA Lifeguard during the week. 
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Ecology/Conservation Area  

The Ecology/Conservation area has become a special interest as a result of the BSAôs increased environmental awareness.  
Instruction in this field is strengthened by a variety of macro and micro ecosystems that exist around camp; the ñclassroomò 
facilities at Camp Big Horn are unlimited.  The naturalist John Muir loved nature 
and believed that ñBetween every two pine trees there is a door leading to a new 
way of life.ò  Teaching Scouts to love and appreciate nature is important at camp.  
Special opportunities like the Nature Trail, conservation projects, tracking, and 
nature photography will be offered during open-time for individual Scouts, patrols, 
and/or units as a way to increase Scouts love of the outdoors.  The camp is also 
home to a state of the art observatory and astronomy program.  Scouts who use 
this facility will leave camp at the end of the week with a greater appreciation of 
the wonders and power of the solar system. 
 

Handicraft Area 

Whether making a fish basket, a trap for catching game or bead necklaces to sell at a 

rendezvous, Mountain Men had to have handicraft knowledge and skills.  Young Scouts 

enjoy learning to make things with their hands, and while itôs not essential to surviving in 

todayôs world, itôs development is needed for successful outdoor skills.  The completion of 

a basket, a carved neckerchief slide, a leather belt, or a piece of pottery can develop a 

great deal of confidence and enthusiasm in a Scout.  Scouts can take merit badges in 

Handicraft during the class-time or open-time.  An experienced Handicraft staff is available 

to help Scouts who would like to work on all of the various merit badges offered in this 

area. 

 

Outdoor Skills Area 

Known as the Scoutcraft Area, this part of camp provides Scouts with the opportunity to learn the outdoor skills of camping, 

pioneering, wilderness survival, orienteering, and first aid to name just a few.  The ability of Scouts to tie knots and lashings, 

pitch a tent, cook a cobbler, build a tower, ford a stream, follow a map over rugged 

terrain, identify and enjoy edible plants, treat a snake bite, scout a trail for animal 

signs, or enjoy a night under the stars are experiences that every Mountain Man 

would have to have in order to survive the wilds of the American West.  Through a 

combination of merit badges, short seminars, spare-time skill sessions, exhibits, 

hikes, and overnight excursions, hopes to accomplish the goal of providing Scouts 

with the skills necessary to fully enjoy the great outdoors.  During open-time 

counselors will be available to help Scouts work on their merit badges, as well as 

offer instruction on TotinôChip, Firemôn Chit, and CPR proficiency. 

 

Outdoor Sports Area 

For those older Scouts looking for more of a physical and mental challenge Camp Big Horn is 

home to an ENHANCED world class COPE, Zip Line and Climbing area.  In addition, campers 

can test their skills on a local natural rock face.  Whether it's riding horses, shooting .22 rifles, 

shotguns or black powder rifles, practicing archery skills at the ten-station range or catching 

Rainbow Trout in Firebird Lake there is something for everyone who loves the challenge of 

outdoor sports at camp.  The Horsemanship merit badge is also taught at the equestrian center 

and during the open-time Scouts will be able to sign up for trail rides which will have an extra 

cost of $10 per ride. 

 

 
 
 


