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Greater Los Angeles Area Council  -  Boy Scouts of America 

Cushman Watts Scout Center  Smiser Scout Center 

Council Headquarters  Camping Headquarters 

2333 Scout Way   3450 E. Sierra Madre Blvd. 

Los Angeles CA 90026  Pasadena CA 91107 

213-413-4400   626-351-8815 Ext. 241 or 249 
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Welcome to Camp Cherry Valley 

Located on the leeward side of the west end of Catalina Island, twenty-two miles from the Southern California 
Coast, Camp Cherry Valley has much to offer. Unique, native wildlife roams the 157 acre camp under the canopy 
of the native Catalina Island Cherry trees. The calm, crystal-clear cove waters are a safe haven for hundreds of 
species of marine life. 

Established in 1921, the camp was originally operated by the Pasadena Council by Camp Director Skipper 
Robison. He established traditions that are still alive today, most notably the Tribe of Torqua, the Camp Cherry 
Valley Honor and Leadership brotherhood. Scouts who return to Cherry Valley advance within the ranks of the 
Tribe. 

Campers stay in platform tents on raised deck campsites, where cots and mattresses are provided. Nearby are 
the restroom and shower facilities. The Camp Store provides snacks and souvenirs, just a trailôs turn from the 
Archery and Rifle ranges. The Health Lodge is located centrally, as is the Program Office- the central hub of camp 
information. The Dining Hall can accommodate 160 campers at once, where meals are done in two shifts. 

Camp Program areas include the Rifle and Archery ranges, Nature and Outdoor Skills areas, and Camp Cherry 
Valley's famous Waterfront. There is always something to do with activities to suit your liking, regardless of age 
or ability. You can take a self-guided nature trail tour while identifying native plants along the way. You can join 
your troop on a snorkel tour, led by the knowledgeable and friendly staff. You can even experience marine wildlife 
up close in our Aquarium. After kayaking around the cove, you can challenge your friends to a shoot-off at the rifle 
range to see who can make the dime club. Of course, there are always merit badges to earned as well- from 
Pioneering to Environmental Science and from Lifesaving to Geology. 

WATCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS WITH THE CAMP AT 

https://www.facebook.com/campcherryvalley 

LEADERS MEETING 

TBD 

Smiser Scout Center, 3450 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., 
Pasadena, CA 91107 

 

NONDISCRIMINATION CLAUSE 

The Greater Los Angeles Area Council and their Camp 
staff maintain a policy of nondiscrimination. 

2018 
CCV Dates 

Week 1 June 10-16  

Week 2 June 17-23  

Week 3 June 24-30  

Week 4 July 1-7  

Week 5 July 8-14  

Week 6 July 15-21  

Week 7 July 22-28  

Week 8 July 29-Aug. 4 

Week 9 Canceled 

2019 
CCV Dates 

Week 1 June 9-15  

Week 2 June 16-22  

Week 3 June 23-29  

Week 4 June 30-July 6  

Week 5 July 7-13  

Week 6 July 14-20  

Week 7 July 21-27  

Week 8 July 28-Aug. 3 

Week 9  Canceled 

http://www.glaacbsa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/campcherryvalley
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Camp Cherry Valley Program Opportunities 

Welcome to the Camp Cherry Valley BSA summer program. Along with the great location and staff, Camp Cherry 
Valley offers outstanding camp programs that emphasize the aims and methods of scouting. The intent of the 
camp program is to build character, increase citizenship, and develop increased physical, mental, and emotional 
fitness in all campers. To ensure this the program specializes in building self-reliance, advancing others through 
service oriented activities, strengthening a Scouts belief in the Scout Oath and Law, incorporating the patrol 
method in all applicable activities, emphasizing the benefits of being out-of-doors through various skills and 
activities, encouraging positive adult role modeling for the youth campers, while at the same time increasing self-
worth and positive identity, devotion to religious ideals, and strengthening leadership skills. Scouts and leaders 
will experience a myriad of activities that are fun, challenging, and designed to facilitate personal growth. Merit 
badge classes, troop time elective activities, and special programs will ensure that everyone in your troop is busy 
having a great time. 

 

General Overview of the Camp Program 

Each day at camp, with the exception of Wednesday which is hike day, the program is divided into three sessions: 
morning, afternoon, and evening. Morning session consists primarily of campsite inspections, morning messages, 
and merit badge classes that each Scout signs up for. After lunch the afternoon session is primarily devoted to 
troop time, which allows Scouts to individually or as a troop participate in whatever program activities they wish. 
This can consist of taking extra merit badge classes that they have not signed up for during the class time, 
swimming in the temperate waters of Cherry Cove, shooting rifles, visiting the trading post, hiking, sailing, 
canoeing, or simply sitting in their campsite working on home-work. This time is for the troop to enjoy the camp 
however they wish. After dinner an evening of activities are provided by the staff that allow Scouts to grow 
individually and to bond as a unit. The full week-long schedule can be viewed on the ñCamp Cherry Valley Week 
at a Glanceò provided at the end of this program guide.  

 

Bikes in Camp  

Camp Cherry Valley does not have a biking program nor does it allow bikes in camp. 

 

BSA Lifeguard 

This program is for older Scouts (15 and older) and adult leaders. It will take about 40 hours 
to complete during the week and will require the person to work on requirements during all 
three merit badge hours, all day Wednesday, and most of the troop time throughout the week. 
The candidates will work closely with the waterfront staff throughout the week to learn all 
aspects of lifeguard skills and waterfront operation. If interested, please contact the waterfront 
director on Monday morning during swim checks.  

**Note: There has to be at least 4 participants in the program during the week in order to 
run the class**  

 

Campfires Programs 

Camp Cherry Valley facilitates three different campfire programs throughout the week.  The camp staff will perform 
an opening and closing campfire for the campers.  The Wednesday night commissioner camp-fire allows each 
troop to participate along with the staff.  Please come to camp ready to perform run-ons, skits, songs, and cheers 
as a troop.  Your troop friends will be ready to help you, if need be.  Please keep all performances scouting 
appropriate. 
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Camper Totem 

Each camper will be given a leather totem. Throughout the week each camper will be recognized for participation 
in programs. This is done by presenting colored beads for each activity they have participated in. While some 
beads will be earned through program participation, other beads are elective. As part of our camp Intrusion Policy, 
the camp asks that each adult camper wear their totem at all times. This allows staff to quickly discern between 
adult campers and unwanted visitors. 

 

 

Honor Troop Award (Ribbons) 

Each troop will have the opportunity to earn the Camp Cherry Valley Honor Troop Award as they participate and 
progress in the program during the week. This award honors those units who are proactive in promoting the values 
of Scouting through their service to others and the camp. This is not a competition between troops, but rather a 
goal to work toward while simultaneously building troop unity and facilitating personal development. Scouts, under 
the direction and encouragement of their adult leaders and the camp staff, will strive for success. Ribbons will be 
presented to each unit at the closing campfire so that participating troops may be recognized in front of the camp. 

 

Honor Trail 

After the Highland Games have been completed, the troops move onto the Honor Trail. Hiking at dusk up along 
the road that encircles Camp Cherry Valley, scouts will hear from the four commissioners, who will speak regarding 
the Scout Oath. Drawing on their personal experiences, each commissioner will relate to the troops how scouting 
has changed their life. This opens the door for serious, profound discussion back in your campsite.  

 

CCV TOTEM BEAD COLOR CHART 

COLOR ACTIVITY COLOR ACTIVITY 

RED OPENING CAMPFIRE DARK BLUE SEA LAB TOUR 

YELLOW SCOUTôS OWN BROWN KYBO DUTY 

WHITE SERVICE PROJECT PINK TRASH/RECYCLE PICK-UP 

ORANGE TROOP FRIEND NIGHT TURQUOISE OCEAN ADVENTURE 

BLACK HIKE DAY LIGHT BLUE WAITER DUTY 

GREEN 
COMMISSIONER 
GAMES 

GOLD GRACE @ MEAL 

ROYAL BLUE HONOR TRAIL PURPLE 
SCOUTMASTER ROUND 
TABLE 

DARK GREEN NATURE TRAIL SILVER SPL ROUND TABLE 

CLEAR SPARKLE FLAG CEREMONY     
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Leadership Training 

Roundtables will be held for Scoutmasters and adult leaders on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. These 
meetings are designed to keep you informed about the daily program while simultaneously infusing leadership 
concepts into your experience at camp. They are also a great time during which questions can be asked and 
answered. We highly encourage that at least one adult leader from every troop attends the daily roundtable so 
that they can relay the appropriate information to their troop. 

Camp Cherry Valley also offers the following adult training opportunities:  

A. Safe Swim Defense - will be taught at the campfire bowl on Tuesday at 9:30 am.  
B. Safety Afloat - will be taught at the campfire bowl on Tuesday at 9:30 am.  
C. BSA Lifeguard - the class will begin on Monday after swim checks. It will take about 40 hours to complete during the 

week and will re-quire the person to work on requirements during all three merit badge hours, and most of the free-
time throughout the week. There must be at least four participants enrolled to run the class for the week. 

D. Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills (IOLS) - This hands-on program gives adult leaders the practical outdoor skills 
they need to lead Scouts in the out-of-doors. Time and place will be announced at camp.  

 

Mile Swim 

This is an individual activity that will require a buddy who will need another to supervise and 
count laps. The BSA Mile Swim Award is a progressive award. Scouts or adult leaders can 
earn the BSA Mile Swim. To do so they must pass the swim check and swim a mile and 
complete the other requirements. Campers can complete these swims during afternoon troop 
free-time on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Swimmers wishing to complete the BSA Mile Swim 
Award are encouraged to meet with the Waterfront Director at the beginning of troop time on 
Tuesday to get started. 

 

Nature Area and Trail 

Camp Cherry Valley offers many opportunities to discover and learn about the environment and the unique 
ecology of Catalina Island. Take in the diverse terrain and abundance of wildlife in their natural habitat. Nature 
trail tours are offered during the troop time which are given by our nature staff. 

 

Order of the Arrow 

Camp Cherry Valley emphasizes the promotion of the Order of the Arrow (OA). This is done 
through a social for all current members of the OA Monday at 9:00 pm in the Dining Hall. Please 
bring either your sash or lodge flap to show membership. The OA is also emphasized and 
promoted on the ACE overnight campout at Shark Harbor. 

 

Outdoor Ethics 

 

Along with providing Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class advancement opportunities the 
Trail to First Class program will also teach Outdoor Ethics Training. All Monday classes will 
spend a portion of time teaching the Seven Principles of Leave No Trace and conducting 
several activities that emphasize understanding the Outdoor Code.  

 

Senior Patrol Leader Roundtable 

Roundtables will be held for the SPLôs at 1:30 PM everyday but Wednesday in the Camp Cherry Valley Chapel. 
These meetings, under the leadership of the commissioners, are designed to keep the SPLôs in-formed about the 
daily schedule while giving them additional tools needed to be better leaders of their troop.  



2018 CCV SUMMER GUIDE      V4 7 

 

Hike Day 

 

Hiking on Catalina Island is a unique experience. The Island boasts spectacular vistas with easy or difficult terrain 
that makes hiking challenging and enjoyable. Wednesday is hike day for Cherry Valley campers. Each troop 
selects one of several locations and spends the day hiking with experienced Troop friends. The hikes offered differ 
in difficulty, length, and terrain, so be sure to work with your Senior Patrol Leader and troop to select a hike that 
works for everyone. 

 

Each scout will be given a lunch to pack on the trail, with a sandwich option of turkey and cheese, ham and 
cheese, or peanut butter and jelly. Program areas will be closed all day. However, the trading post and the rifle 
range will open at 3:30 that afternoon. Pack inspections will be done by staff and leaders to ensure that every 
scout has the proper equipment for their hike. 

 

Please keep in mind that Safe Swim Defense and Safety Afloat policies will be followed at all hike day destinations. 

 

Hikes -  

 

Silver Peak 

 

This is a 17-mile hike to the highest peak on the West End of Catalina Island which reaches an altitude of 1804 
ft. The hike takes the better part of the day, even for the physically fit. Hats, canteens, proper hiking shoes and 
sunscreen are necessary equipment and must be brought to camp by the hikers. This hike requires training prior 
to arrival at camp; it is NOT for scouts NOR adults who do not regularly hike or are not in hiking condition. Troop 
friends will inspect packs, shoes, footwear and water supply prior to departure from camp. The hike to Silver Peak 
offers many scenic vistas of the west end sights that most tourists do not see. This includes fabled Iron Bound 
Bay, the impressive Eagle Rock, and Land's End. Scouts participating in the ACE program for the week will use 
Silver Peak as their ACE hike. 

 

 

Shark Harbor 

 

This 16-mile hike is a challenging but highly rewarding hike. Starting early in the 
morning, hikers walk into Two Harbors, then follow the Banning Trail road up 1200' to 
the ridgeline. They then follow the ridgeline traveling southeast until they reach Little 
Harbor. On clear days hikers may see San Clemente Island on the way. Once to Little 
Harbor, it's a short distance to neighboring Shark Harbor, where the swells from the 
open ocean will greet them. Various water toys (boogie boards, skim boards, etc.), may 
be available for play once they arrive. After lunch and water time, hikers will travel back 
to camp by the main road, through the interior of Catalina Island. It is not uncommon 
for Shark Harbor hikers to come across Catalina's famous bison. Those who go on the 
ACE overnighter will do this hike. Adults or scouts over 14 wishing to join the ACE 
overnighter hike may do so, even if they are not participating in the rest of the ACE 
program. Proper adult leadership is expected to be with the rest of the troop. Although 
not as physically demanding as the Silver Peak hike, it is required that all hikers be in 
hiking shape, with the proper hiking attire and gear (hat, broken in hiking shoes, 
canteen, etc.). 
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*Emerald Bay 

A moderately flat 6-mile hike round trip. This adventure allows the scouts to combine an ocean war canoe 
adventure with a hike along the scenic West End coast hills. Troops will be assigned on Tuesday evening by their 
commissioner to hike to the beach and then take a war canoe back to camp OR to war canoe to the beach and 
hike back. The canoes do not have seats. All Scouts and adult leaders will be on their knees or in the bottom of 
the canoe paddling. The paddle takes approximately 30-45 mins. Campers should take their swimming gear, dry 
hiking boots, and water shoes. Plan to enjoy the beautiful beach and waters of Emerald Bay. We do recommend 
bringing your snorkeling gear. This is a great hike for first year scouts or those looking to enjoy a day in the water 
and relaxation on the beach. Goats Whiskers Loop may be added if a more difficult hike is preferred. 

 

*Parsonôs Landing 

An approximate 8-mile round trip hike along the scenic West End coast hills, to one of the more popular West End 
beaches on the island. Campers should take their swimming gear, dry hiking boots, and water shoes. Plan to 
enjoy the sandy beach and waters of Parsonôs Landing. Goats Whiskers Loop may be added if a more difficult 
hike is preferred. 

 

Little Fishermanôs 

An approximate 5 mile round trip hike up the Goat Whisker trail and down into Catalina Harbor. From Catalina 
Harbor, you will hike past the town of Two Harbors to Little Fishermanôs Beach. Bring your snorkel gear and 
experience sea life that the Pacific Ocean has to offer. Bring Frisbees or footballs for a fun day in and out of the 
water on the beach. Then change back into your hiking clothes for the short 2-mile hike back to camp. 

 

*Goat Whiskerôs Loop Alternative 

This hike adds approximately 2-miles round trip to either the Emerald Bay hike or the Parson's Landing hike. 
Campers will begin their hike day by summiting the peak that overlooks Cherry Cove. At an altitude of 1224 feet, 
enjoy scenic views of Isthmus Harbor, Cat Harbor, as well as stunning views of the windward side of the island. 
Continue down the fire break road until you meet the west end road and enjoy the remainder of your hike through 
the canyons of the West End. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


