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Dear Cub Scout Parent,
Welcome to the Greater Los Angeles Area Council, Boy Scouts of America.
For more than 108 years, Scouting has served as the premier characterbuilding and values-based program for youth. Through our innovative and
FUN activities our Scouts learn important life skills that prepare them to
become the future leaders of tomorrow.
This is an exciting time for our organization as we welcome Cub Scout age
girls into Family Scouting. This change is designed to meet the demands
of today’s busy family and we are honored to partner with you.
On behalf of the 9,500+ volunteers and our professional team of the
Greater Los Angeles Area Council, we pledge our full support as you enter
the adventures of Cub Scouting. The New Parent Guide to Cub Scouting
is designed to assist you on your new journey. Please feel free to reach out
to your Pack Leader or District Executive if you have any questions.
We look forward to seeing you and your family on the Scouting trail in the
Greater Los Angeles Area Council.
Your in Scouting,
Tim Greenleaf
Council President &
Chairman of the Board
Steve Craig
Council Commissioner

Boy Scouts of America
Greater Los Angeles Area Council
213.413.4400
www.glaacbsa.org
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Jeff Hunt
Scout Executive/CEO
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YOUR JOURNEY
BEGINS

HERE

THE BASICS

THE BIG PICTURE

Youth development program
for youth in grades Kindergarten
through fifth
- Builds character
- Teaches citizenship

Den meetings
- Small groups organized by grade
Pack meetings & activities
- Family events combining all dens

WHY CUB SCOUTING?

District & council events
- Community-wide activities

- Bring the family together
- Master new skills
- Make new friends
- Learn teamwork
- Build self-confidence
- Service Projects to help others
- FUN!

ADVANCEMENT
Age based rank
- Assigned by grade
- Awards & badges
- Connecting effort & success
- Recognition
- Celebrating achievement & building
self-confidence

SCOUTING ACTIVITIES
- Camping
- Pinewood derby
- Raingutter regatta
- Hiking, fishing, biking
- Get active!
- Cool field trips
...to name a few.

TRAINING
- Youth protection
- Job-specific training
- Printed resources

THINGS TO BUY
- Uniform
- Handbook
- Boy’s Life Magazine
- Patches
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WHAT’S NEXT?
- Learn about your pack
- Register tonight!
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ABOUT THE
GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA COUNCIL

•
•
•
•
•

Camp Cherry Valley – Catalina Island, CA
Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation – Cedar Glen, CA
Firestone Scout Reservation – Brea, CA
Trask Scout Reservation – Monrovia, CA
Cabrillo Beach Youth Waterfront Sports Center – San Pedro, CA

Click To Read Our Camp Program Book

The Greater Los Angeles Area Council is one of the largest
youth serving agencies in Southern California, instilling timeless
values of character, citizenship and leadership in each young
person who enters the Scouting program. The Council provides
educational-based skills and activities. Currently, there are over
19,000 Scouts and more than 9,776 volunteer leaders. The Council
also operates five camp properties and encourages you to attend
one as soon as possible.
The properties listed to the right assist us in delivering an
outstanding outdoor experience for the youth and adults involved
in our program:
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The Mission
The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young
people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by
instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.
The Scout Oath
On my honor, I will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law;
To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally
straight.
The Cub Scout Motto
Do Your Best
GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA COUNCIL | 7

OUR CAMPS

Cabrillo Beach Youth Waterfront Sports Center, San Pedro, CA

Thanks to the generous support of legendary Hollywood icon, Stephen
Spielberg and many other benefactors, Cabrillo was established as
a premier aquatic facility. Today, Cabrillo provides unique aquatic
adventures that teach water safety, rescue methods and build selfconfidence in a safe learning environment. The Spielberg Center also
provides a venue for Merit Badge weekends, campouts and serves over
21,000 youth and adults annually. The Greater Los Angeles Area Council
is proud to partner with the City of Los Angeles Port Authority to deliver
programs to the youth of our community.

Trask Scout Reservation, Monrovia, CA

Nestled away in Monrovia Canyon, Trask is only minutes from the hustle
and bustle of city life. This 175-acre camp sits inside Monrovia Canyon
Regional Park in the San Gabriel mountain range. The camp has a yearround stream which flows through the property and is a perfect setting for
Family and Scout camping. Trask is equipped with a dining hall, trading
post, swimming pool, boating lake, chapel, amphitheater, shooting sports
facilities, and is ideal for Pack and Troop campouts. Camp Trask is home
to Merit Badge weekends, Day Camps, Cub Scout Resident Camps,
and Trail to Eagle sessions. Scouts can enjoy the swimming pool, Fort
Rotary, the outdoor amphitheater, and the field sports facilities.

Camp Cherry Valley, Santa Catalina Island, CA

Established in 1921, Camp Cherry Valley has provided a life-changing
camp experience to over one-million youth. Located on the legendary
Santa Catalina Island, Camp Cherry Valley is renowned for its calm,
crystal clear waters teeming with marine life for Scouts to discover.
Cherry has the reputation as one of the most popular Boy Scout Camps in
the western United States. Its quality program enables Scouts to explore
marine sciences, snorkel, and SCUBA the vast underwater world, sail
and enjoy the cool ocean breeze, trek the historic mountainous terrain,
forge life-long friendships and create memories that will last a lifetime.
The camp accommodates 312 campers each week during the summer
camp season. This facility is available to you units.
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Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation, Cedar Glen, CA

A 2000, acre camp in the beautiful mountainous terrain at over 5,300
ft., near Lake Arrowhead. Since 1950, Eaton has provided one of the
highest-quality summer and winter camp programs for Scouts in the
BSA. Within Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation there are three camps.
Camp Bighorn at Circle X Ranch - is home to our annual Boy Scout
Summer Camp program and offers everything a Scout desires including:
41 different merit badges, a swimming pool, new shooting sports
programs, hiking, fishing, zip lining, rock climbing, a full-service dining
hall, and trading post, and a first class C.O.P.E. course (Challenging
Outdoor Physical Education) for adventurous Scouts to test their skills.
Camp Bighorn accommodates 450 youth per week during the summer
camp season.
Camp Pollock - is the home to Winter Camp and our Outdoor Education
program. Pollack offers tent camping, dorm lodging, lake activities,
repelling, zip lining over the lake, a swimming pool, and a full-service
dining hall equipped with a climbing wall inside. The camp is available
for year-round use and is ideal for family camping and corporate teambuilding. The dorm lodging is great for family camping.
Camp Pepperdine - a low-impact, wilderness survival and outpost
facility for advanced campers.

Firestone Scout Reservation, Brea, CA

Located in Tonner Canyon, Firestone Scout Reservation offers yearround camping and is the site for our annual Cub Rocket Academy,
Boo Fest, Pumpkin Smash, Merit Badge weekends, Cub-land, STEM
weekends, and is an incredible resource to our Scouting families. Over
10,000 campers use Firestone to enhance their annual programs for
youth. Firestone is often where our many of our at-risk youth have their
first camping experience. Firestone is the one of the largest camps in
Southern California and can accommodate over 1,000 campers.
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SPECIAL
YOUR CUB

SCOUT

PACK

District: ___________________________________________________________
Council: Greater Los Angeles Area Council
Council website: www.glaacbsa.org
Pack number: ________________________________________________________
Pack website: ________________________________________________________
Pack meeting day & time: ______________________________________________
Pack meeting location: _________________________________________________
Cubmaster: ______________________ Cubmaster phone: ____________________
Cubmaster email: _____________________________________________________
My child’s den meeting day & time is: _____________________________________
My child’s den meeting location is: _______________________________________
My child’s den leader is: _______________________________________________
Den leader phone: ___________________________________________________
Den leader email: ____________________________________________________
District Executive Name: ______________________________________________
District Executive Phone: ______________________________________________
District Executive email: _______________________________________________
For more information visit www.glaacbsa.org
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PROGRAMS &
ACTIVITIES
Cub Scout Activities

There are many opportunities for Cub Scouts and their families in
the Greater Los Angeles Area Council. We have Day Camps, Camp
Adventures, Family Weekends, Pinewood Derbies, and Blue and Gold
Banquet just to name a few. These events offer exciting activities that
include games, nature study, sports, crafts, and skits. Below is a list of
upcoming events: 				
Click here to sign-up!
Cabrillo Beach Youth Waterfront Sports Center:
Lion and Tiger Day - May 11, 2019
Cub Scout Resident Camp - Session 1 - July 11-14, 2019
Cub Scout Resident Camp - Session 2 - August. 1-4, 2019
Camp Cherry Valley:
Cub Resident Camp - Session 1 - August 4-7, 2019
Cub Resident Camp - Session 2 - August 8-11, 2019
Webelos Golden Nugget - Session 1 - September 13-15, 2019
Webelos Golden Nugget - Session 2 - September 20-22, 2019
Firestone Scout Reservation:
Cub Scout Boo Fest - Session 1 - October 19-21, 2018
Cub Scout Boo Fest - Session 2 - October 26-28, 2018
Cub Scout Rocket Academy - Session 1 - April 5-7, 2019
Cub Scout Rocket Academy - Session 2 - April 12-14, 2019
Cub Scout Boo Fest - October 25-27, 2019
Hubert Eaton Scout Reservation at Camp Pollock:
Cub Scout Winter - Session 1 - January 19-20, 2019
Cub Scout Winter - Session 2 - January 26-27, 2019
Cub Scout Winter - Session 3 - February 2-3, 2019
Cub Scout Winter - Session 4 - February 9-10, 2019
Cub Scout Winter - Session 5 - February 23-24, 2019
Cub Scout Family - Camp Session 1 - June 30-July 3, 2019
Cub Scout Family - Camp Session 2 - July 4-7, 2019
Trask Scout Reservation:
Lion and Tiger Cub Safari - November 3, 2018
Cub Scout Shooting Sports Day - December 8, 2018
Lion and Tiger Safari Day - March 9, 2019
Memorial Day Family Weekend - May 24-27, 2019
Cub Day Camp - Session 1 - June 17-20, 2019
Cub Day Camp - Session 2 - June 24-27, 2019
Cub Day Camp - Session 3 - July 22-25, 2019
Harvest Festival Family Weekend - October 11-13, 2019
Lion and Tiger Safari Day - November 2, 2019
Cub Scout Shooting Day - December 7, 2019
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THE CUB

SCOUT

THE

PROGRAM

Lions - Kindergarten

Lion is a one-on-one program for youth and adults
• Each youth/adult partner is a member of a Lion den which:
		 - Has five to nine youth and adult partners
		 - Meets two times each month
• Each den has a Lion Guide
(usually a parent previously involved in Scouting)
		 - A Lion Guide helps coordinate the Lion Den meetings
		 - E
 ach youth/adult partner takes a turn at shared leadership running the
activities and working with the Lion Guide.

Tigers - First Grade

Tiger is a one-on-one program for youth and adults
• Each youth/adult partner is a member of a Tiger den which:
		 - Has five to nine youth and adult partners
		 - Meets two times each month in den meetings
		
and once a month with the entire Pack
• Each den has a Tiger Den Leader (usually a parent)
		 - A Tiger den leader helps coordinate the Tiger den meetings
		 - Each youth/adult partner takes a turn at shared leadership running the
activities and working with the Tiger den leader

Cub Scouts to Webelos - Second to Fifth Grade

Cub Scouts is a family-centered program for youth and adults
• Your child is a member of a den, which:
		 - Has five to nine youth
		 - Meets two times each month in den meetings
		
and once a month with the entire Pack
		 - Has one outing / “field trip” a month
		 - Is led by a den leader (usually a parent), who is assisted
by an assistant den leader
		 - May include STEM programming, field trips,
		
outdoor adventures and ceremonies
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CUB SCOUT
PROGRAM

Cub Scouts learn respect for God, country, and other
people, as well as other positive skills like:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical skills through sports, games and outdoor adventures
Sportsmanship by “Doing Your Best”
Teamwork
Personal achievements
Academic skills including STEM programming
Positive decision-making
Independence & Leadership
Citizenship awareness

Your child is a member of a pack which:

• Is made up of one or more dens
• Meets once a month at the Pack meeting. All Tiger and Cub Scout
families are expected to participate
		 - The Pack meeting is led by the Cubmaster
		 - The Pack meeting is the climax of the month’s den meetings and
activities
		 - Pack meetings follow a suggested theme that have games, skits,
songs, ceremonies, and presentations of badges that youth earned
that month

Our pack is run by the Pack committee

• Made up of Den Leaders, Pack Leaders, the Pack Trainer,
and parents
• The committee meets once a month or more often if needed
• Led by the Committee Chairman
• The committee selects leadership, finds meeting places,
performs record keeping, manages pack finances, orders badges,
maintains pack equipment, helps train leaders, recognizes leaders, and
plans activities
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THE ADVANCEMENT

THE ADVANCEMENT

PLAN

PLAN

Lion: The Lion badge is earned after completing 6 required adventures.

Each adventure takes about two meetings to complete. Lions meet twice a
month, once for a den meeting and the second meeting for a den outing or
a pack meeting. The youth will be recognized for completing an adventure
by being awarded a sticker. After completing the requirements for the Lion
badge, youth will be presented with a badge to be worn on their uniform.

Bobcat: (1st-5th grade): All children will earn the Bobcat badge first,

by learning the Scout Oath and Law, handshake, salute, sign, motto, and
the meaning of “Webelos.” After receiving the Bobcat badge, the youth
work on requirements based on their grade level. With a parent or guardian,
all Bobcats complete the exercises in the pamphlet How to Protect Your
Children From Child Abuse: A Parent’s Guide.

Tiger: (1st grade): The Tiger badge is earned after completing six required
adventures, and one Tiger elective adventure, which includes a family-based
“Duty to God” adventure. It takes about three den meetings to earn each
adventure. Immediate recognition is earned after each completed adventure
(belt loop). With a parent or guardian, all Tigers complete the exercises in
the pamphlet How to Protect Your Children From Child Abuse: A Parent’s
Guide, and earn the Cyber Chip award for their age.
Wolf: (2nd grade): The Wolf badge is earned after completing six required

adventures, and one Wolf elective adventure, which includes a family-based
“Duty to God” adventure. It takes about three den meetings to earn each
adventure (belt loop). With a parent or guardian, all Wolves complete the
exercises in the pamphlet How to Protect Your Children From Child Abuse:
A Parent’s Guide, and earn the Cyber Chip award for their age.

Bear: (3rd grade): The Bear badge is earned after completing six required

adventures, and one Bear elective adventure, which includes a family-based
“Duty to God” adventure. It takes about three den meetings to earn each
adventure. Immediate recognition is earned after each completed adventure
(belt loop). With a parent or guardian, all Bears complete the exercises in
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the pamphlet How to Protect Your Children From Child Abuse: A Parent’s
Guide, and earn the Cyber Chip award for their age.

Webelos: (4th grade): The Webelos badge is earned after completing five

required adventures and two Webelos/Arrow of Light elective adventures,
which includes “Duty to God and You.” Immediate recognition is earned
after each completed adventure (pin). With a parent or guardian, all Webelos
complete the exercises in the pamphlet How to Protect Your Children From
Child Abuse: A Parent’s Guide, and earn the Cyber Chip award for their age.

Cub Scout Family Program: (BSA’s mission is to prepare young

people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in
them the values of the Scout Oath and Scout Law. Our priority is to bring the
benefits of Scouting to more youth while remaining true to our mission.
We are excited to announce beginning in 2018, our Cub Scouts program
will be open to boys and girls. By welcoming both girls and boys into the
program, even more youth will have access to the character development and
values-based leadership that Scouting promises and be better prepared for
future success..

Arrow of Light: (5th grade): To earn the Arrow of Light, the Scout

must complete four required adventures and three elective adventures. When
joining in the 5th grade year, a child is not required to earn Webelos first
before earning Arrow of Light. Bobcat is still required. With a parent or
guardian, all Arrow of Light Scouts complete the exercises in the pamphlet
How to Protect Your Children From Child Abuse: A Parent’s Guide, and earn
the Cyber Chip award for their age.
In a Scout’s 5th grade year, your child graduates from Cub Scouting into the
adventure of Scouting at an impressive graduation ceremony. Every child
deserves an opportunity to be a Scout.
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NEW SCOUT
BASIC NEEDS

Boys’ Life is Recommended

How To Get Started… Basic Needs

Youth’ Life Magazine has been around almost as long as youth have been
Scouts. It is the only magazine especially designed for the Scout.

Contrary to what your child may tell you, the first thing they will need to get
started is not a uniform, but a handbook. The handbooks in Cub Scouting are
related to there age. A kindergartener will need a Lion Adventure handbook,
a first-grader will need the Tiger handbook, a second-grader will need a Wolf
handbook, a third-grader needs a Bear handbook, and a fourth or fifth grader
will need the Webelos handbook. These handbooks contain the basics they
will need for the coming year, especially the requirements for that particular
advancement award.

The mission of Boys’ Life magazine is to entertain and educate America’s youth
and to open their eyes to the joyous world of reading. This is accomplished
through a proven mix of news, nature, sports, history, fiction, science, comics
and Scouting. A special edition is published for Cub Scouts, with age and
program-specific content and feature articles.
Boys’ Life is an entertaining blend of exciting stories and valuable information.
Youth like reading Boys’ Life. Parents can always be confident that the
content of the magazine is wholesome, entertaining, and educational. Boys’
Life follows the Cub Scouting-recommended program themes each month.
Boys’ Life subscribers achieve rank advancements faster and more often than
nonsubscribers.

Cub Scout Uniform
The uniform is an important part of the program and it represents an
investment on your part. Our uniforms are of very high quality and, in most
cases, will last for several years. So, be sure to buy one large enough for him/
her to grow into.
If you can find an ‘experienced’ uniform in good shape, you can use that
too. Many of these ‘experienced’ uniforms will be just like new and can be
purchased for a very low cost.
Most new Cub Scouts will have to buy a uniform and staff at our Scout
Shops can help get your Scout fitted and on his way in the right uniform.
Our council has three National Scout Shops located across our council, they
are located in the following locations:
Cabrillo Scout Shop
3000 Shoshonean Rd,
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 832-7139

Los Angeles Scout Shop San Gabriel Valley Scout Shop
2333 Scout Way,
3450 E Sierra Madre Blvd,
Los Angeles, CA 90026
Pasadena, CA 91107
(213) 353-9879
(626) 351-3638

Youth are encouraged to wear their uniforms to school on the day of their
Scout meetings.
16 | BOYS’ LIFE
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FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

Why should I join Cub Scouts?

How will we know what to do?

•

Your child can learn skills about teamwork in sports and 			
music. However, Scouting’s strength is that it provides a 			
well-rounded program and your child works at their own pace.

You have resources! The handbook provides terrific overviews of how the
program works. In addition, your Pack has information and our Council
will always answer questions. Visit our website for more information
(www.glaacbsa.org) or call 213.413.4400.

•

As a parent, you will enjoy joining your child in fun and 			
constructive activities.

•

When you serve as a leader, you are helping youth achieve 			
their full potential.

How can I get more involved?
•

Your child’s Pack cannot exist without your involvement on 			
some level.

•

You will find that the time you spend as an active Scouting 			
parent will be quality time spent with your child.

•

You will create cherished memories that last a lifetime.

•

As parents, you have a short time to influence the life of your child.
Scouting coincides with that time, so make the most of it!
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What is the difference between a Pack and Den?
A Pack consists of many individual dens. Dens are formed by rank or
grade. Typically, dens have six to eight youth.

What happens at the Pack meeting?
FUN! This is where the achievements of Scouts are recognized as they
progress towards rank, where they can show off a little (games, songs and
skits) and information is distributed to parents and Scouts

How do I sign up to receive council information?
You can sign up for our E-Newsletter. You can safely remove your contact
information at any time. We keep your information private.

I need more help!
Don’t worry! Bring your questions forward to adult leaders and continue
to have fun with your child - things will fall into place! Call 213.413.4400
for any questions.
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LEADERSHIP

WHICH

TRAINING

Training is an important part of learning to become an effective leader. The
main purpose of training is to provide you with the tools you need to put on
a quality program for the youth. Trained leaders are more effective in their
roles and have a better understanding of available resources to provide an
exciting and worthwhile program for their Scouts.

DISTRICT
AM I IN?

DISTRICT

AREA

Frontier District

Artesia, Bellflower, Cerritos, Compton, Downey, Hawaiian
Gardens, La Mirada, Lynwood, Norwalk, Paramount, and
South Gate

Golden Eagle District

City of Industry, Diamond Bar, Hacienda Heights, La Puente,
Pomona, Rowland Heights, Valinda, Walnut, and West Covina

The Boy Scouts of America places the greatest importance on creating the
most secure environment possible for our youth members. To maintain such
an environment, the BSA developed numerous procedural and leadership
selection policies and provides parents and leaders with resources.

Lucky Baldwin
District

Arcadia, Azusa, Baldwin Park, Bradbury, Duarte, Irwindale,
Monrovia, Sierra Madre, and Temple City

Mission Amigos
District

Alhambra, El Monte, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel,
South El Monte, and South San Gabriel

Youth Protection Training is available online at My.Scouting.org and in each
district throughout the year. In order for an adult to remain a registered leader
in the Boy Scouts of America, Youth Protection Training is required every
year.

North Star District

Boyle Heights, Hollywood, Los Angeles , East LA , Lincoln
Heights , Atwater, South Pasadena, Mid City, and Crenshaw
District

Pacifica District

Carson, El Segundo, Gardena, Harbor City, Hermosa Beach,
Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Palos Verdes, Rancho Domingue
Hills, Redondo Beach, Rolling Hills, San Pedro, Torrance, and
Wilmington

Rio Hondo District

Bell, Bell Gardens, Commerce, Cudahy, East Los Angeles,
Huntington Park, La Habra Heights, Maywood, Montebello,
Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, Vernon, Walnut Park, and
Whittier

Rose Bowl District

Altadena, East Pasadena, La Cañada Flintridge, Pasadena, and
San Marino

Thunderbird District

Baldwin Hills, Hawthorne, Inglewood, Lawndale, Lennox,
Los Angeles, South Los Angeles, USC, Watts, and Westchester

Valle Del Sol District

Claremont, Covina, Glendora, La Verne, and San Dimas

Exploring Division

Exploring is a career education program for young men and
women who are at least 14 or 15 years of age but not yet 21
years old in the Greater Los Angeles Area Council

Youth Protection Training

Position Specific Training
Position specific training is designed to present in-depth information for a
new leader in a specific leadership position such as Den Leader, Cubmaster,
etc. This course may be presented several times a year in your district or
online. To complete training courses online, go to My.Scouting.org and
create an account.
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FUNDING FUN,
FRIENDSHIPS & FUTURES

Funding Scouting is a shared responsibility between the Pack, the Council
and the family. It takes more than $8 million per year to ensure that the
programs, properties, and personnel are in place to make Scouting the
premier choice for youth and families in Los Angeles County.

The Pack – creates a budget to cover the expenses necessary to deliver

a quality program for its members. Income sources include money-earning
projects and family dues.

The Council – financial resources for the local council come from a

variety of income sources. Each year the Council spends $250 per Scout and
invites families to invest in Scouting to cover these costs.

The Family – members buy their uniforms, handbooks, personal

Popcorn Sale
Scouts can earn great prizes, be invited to special events, and receive college
scholarship money for being top sellers by selling gourmet popcorn products
exclusive to Scouting. The sale runs September to November. Click here for
more information.

equipment and typically pay their own camp fees. Family dues help defray
Pack costs. Families are also invited to invest in the council operations by
making an annual FOS donation. Participation in annual fundraisers can
reduce out-of-pocket charges.

Friends of Scouting (FOS)
As a nonprofit organization, the Boy Scouts of America relies upon the
generosity of charitable donations from families like yours to support its
ongoing operations. Each gift, regardless of size, provides invaluable funding
for BSA programs that benefit Scouts across our council boundaries. Each
year a personal appeal is made to parents and leaders.

A Scout is Thrifty and Earns Their Own Way
The Council conducts two money earning projects annually for Packs to help
reduce costs to families.
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Camp Cards
Scouts sell discount cards with coupons from local businesses. Commissions
earned on the sale help Packs reduce costs to the family including camp fees.
Every Scout deserves to benefit from a summer camp experience. The sale
runs from February to June. Click here for more information.
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